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Abstract 
The  from 
their views. 44 first grade students were joined to the study. The study was conducted in a little village elementary school in 
and 
writings. Also, 5 students were selected for interviewing by considering t were analyzed by 
specifying and disseminating the drawn pictures by taking into consideration the determined themes. The writings were analyzed 
to the common themes in them. The results show that the ns about their math teachers would change to their 
age group, their prejudices and experiences.          
2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.  
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1. Introduction 
 Children in classrooms have different perspectives formed by their classroom experiences mostly. Concrete 
bout their teachers. Yavuzer (2001) asserts that drawing 
is an effort representing the world, and talks 
as a means of revealing mental images. Also, he talks ation t  being 
greatly influenced by subconscious desires and fears. Grugeon (1993) identified drawings as markers and mirrors of 
personal identity. He also emphasized a different feature of drawing method by considering the writing or the 
talking 
the elusive, the not-yet-though, and the subconscious (Haney et al., 2004). As similar to the ideas about the use of 
drawing as a method f
catalyst because it not only supplies students with an opportunity to describe their feelings, thinking, and ideas 
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clearly, but it also serves as a means of communicating with other people (Baxter, Woodward, Olson and Robyns, 
2002; Liedtke and Sales, 2001, in Der-Ching, 2005). 
  Many researchers argued t
seriously, one will know more intimately what children think and feel (Haney et al., 2004). Also, drawings have 
been used as a tool to gain insight into teacher  instructional practices, learning environments and the quality of 
teacher/student rapport in educational researches (Chula, 1998). Drawings also have been used as tools for 
(Chula, 1998). Although the benefits of drawings for 
frequently 
in literature (Yavuzer, 2001).  
   Writing makes the students active in math course, because a student constructs her knowledge while she is 
writing about the taught topic. Borasi and Rose (1989) claim that writing can contribute to the learning process 
because of a combination of attributes by engaging all students actively in the deliberate structuring of meaning. It is 
understood that teacher is a v
Addison (1995) thinks 
that writing can be used in mathematics classes to open additional lines of communication between student and 
teacher.   
   In relation with the literature about the role of writing and drawing in education especially for understanding the 
the study aims to recognize first and fifth grade 
us for understanding the viewpoints of children about their children. The study shows that the 
and writings can be used as a method of inquiry in order to give students an opportunity to freely express their 
perceptions about their math teachers. Therefore, this study aims to see first and fifth grade and 
perceptions about their math teachers in elementary school by using the written and drawing expressions of children. 
2. Method 
2.1. Model and participants  
 
   Research design involves working out a specific way of following through a research question or set of questions 
in relation to a set of data (Gibson, 2010). The study was conducted by following qualitative study method because 
of the characteristic of the research problem. The study is a case study because it includes two different cases both in 
method and participant group.  Participants of the study are 29 fifth grade and 15 first grade students attending to 
Mursall  Village Elementary School in Germencik providence in Ayd n city. 21 of these students are male and 23 of 
them are female. In the school, classes are formed independently from each other as first, second, third, fourth and 
fifth grade although some classes are combined in some village elementary schools. The school has 225 students and 
15 teachers in total as 5 female and 10 male. One of the researchers is working in the school as an elementary school 
teacher and she kept in touch with children face by face during data gathering.    
  
2.2. Measuring instrument and data collecting 
 
   The first step in data gathering was asking from first and fifth grade students to draw the math teacher of their 
minds or dreams. Then, the researcher gave them 40 minutes for performing this enjoying work. After 40 minutes, 
the st accepted by the researchers.  
   In the second step, the researcher went to the same classrooms and asked from the same students to write about 
the teacher of their minds or dreams one-week later. The writing activity was performed by fifth grade students well. 
But since the first grade students had not learned to write when the research was conducted, the researcher talked to 
them one by one and took some notes about their ideas. 36 drawings and 44 writings were collected and analyzed 
from the first and fifth grade students in total.         
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2.4. Analyzing the data  
   In the first step of data analyses, the drawings were examined and analyzed separately. During the analyses, the 
common themes were determined and the drawings including these themes were gotten together. These themes are 
-negative teacher expressions, sex of the illustrated teacher model 
and social-academic expressions. After the analyses, the number of drawings was determined according to the 
themes which they include in and these drawings were classified to the common ones. The drawings in the same 
theme group were analyzed again by considering their details.  
   The writing expressions were read and the main themes were determined before analyzing the written 
expressions. The determined themes are academic feature, classroom management and individual-social-
appearance features  their teachers were determined and written 
under the classified themes. After this process, the same and similar expressions were classified under the same sub-
theme group. Finally, the sub-themes and the verbal expressions under these sub-groups were revised and some sub-
groups in relation to each other were fixed, therefore the number of sub-themes was reduced. The reason of reducing 
the sub-themes is to make the verbal expressions more clear and make the interpretation of verbal expressions easy.      
 
Table1. Themes identified during the analysis of written narratives in fifth-grade 
 
Themes  Sub-Theme Sub-Theme Sub-Theme Sub-Theme Sub-Theme Sub-
Theme 
Sub-Theme 
Academic  Technology 
and material 
design 
Lecture   Course 
Content   
Academic 
Aptitude 
Teaching 
Methods and 
Techniques  
Location  Assessment 
and 
Evaluation  
Classroom 
Management  
Democracy  Time   Discipline Communication    
Personal-
Social-
Appearance 
Features 
Personal 
features  
Communication  Appearance      
 
 
Table2. Themes identified during the analysis of written narratives in first-grade 
 
Themes Sub-Theme  Sub-Theme  Sub-Theme  
Academic Lecture  Course Content  Academic Aptitude 
 
 
Personal-Social-Appearance 
Features  
Personal features  Communication  Appearance  
3. Results (Findings) 
   The study aims to see the first and fifth ideas and perceptions about their elementary math teachers. 
their For performing this aim, first and fifth grade students in an elementary school in  Ayd n city-Turkey were 
chosen as targeting participant groups, because the researchers wanted to see if there is a difference between the 
 But, because it is difficult to reach to all students in these grades the 
participant classes were determined. The written and drawn expressions of participant children were used as tools 
for understanding what they have in their minds about their math teachers.     
   The researchers analyzed the data in terms of its context (context analysis) and described the general picture. 
b-themes taking place 
under the Academic main theme are Technology and Material design-14, Lecturing-22, Course content-29, 
Academic aptitude-6, Teaching methods and techniques-6, Location-2 and Assessment and evaluation-15. The sub-
themes such as Democracy 8, Time 6, Discipline 23 and Communication 11 times take place under the Classroom 
Management Individual-Social-Appearance 
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Features. The children also used the sub-theme named individual features 13 times, the communication theme 9 
times and appearance 8 times (see Table3).  
 
Table3. The allocation of themes identified during the analysis of written expressions in fifth grades to themes  and sub-themes 
     
Themes Sub-
Theme 
N Sub-
Theme 
N Sub-
Theme 
N Sub-
Theme 
N Sub-
Theme 
N Sub-
Theme 
N Sub-
Theme 
 
N 
Academic Technology 
and 
material 
design 
14 Lecture  22 Course 
Content 
29 Academic 
Aptitude 
6 T. 
Meth. 
and 
Tech-
niques 
6
  
Location 2 Assessment 
and 
Evaluation 
15 
Classroom 
Manage-
ment 
Democracy 8 Time 6 Discip-
line  
23 Communi-
cation 
11       
Personal-
Social-
Appearance 
Features 
Personal 
features 
13 Commu
nication 
9 Appeara
nce 
8         
 
  The analysis of showed that the children prefered to draw their 
teachers not much outside (n=3), but much inside (n=18).  They drew 16 times positive, 1 time negative and 4 times 
inexpressive teacher faces. The students mostly used female teachers in their illustrations (n=12) than male ones 
(n=9).  They imagined or remembered their teachers 18 times in the academic learning environment mostly-referred 
to classroom in the study-whereas just 3 times the teachers were drawn in social learning environment (see Table4).      
 
Table4. The allocation of themes identified during the analysis of pictorial representation in the fifth-grade 
 
Themes Sub-Theme Sub-Theme Sub-Theme 
 
Space Exterior Space Interior Space  
21 3 18  
Positive- Negative Facial 
Expression 
Positive Negative Inexpressive  
 
21 16 1 4 
Sex Female  Male  
21 12 9  
Academic or Social 
Learning Environment 
 
21 
Academic 
 
 
 
 
18 
Social 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
  The written expressions of fourteen students in first grade were noted by the researcher because they were not be 
able express their ideas by writing and then they were analyzed by the researchers considering the main and sub-
themes. The results of  analysis confirm that 1 written expression in the lecturing sub-
theme, 2 in the course content and 8 written terms in the academic aptitude sub-theme under the Academic theme 
were used. Also personal features 8 times, communication 6 times and appearance 3 times was mentioned by first 
 (see Table5).  
 
Table5. The allocation of themes identified during the analysis of written narratives in the first-grade 
 
Themes Sub-Theme N Sub-Theme N Sub-Theme N 
Academic Lecture 1 Course Content 2 Academic Aptitude 
 
8 
Personal-Social-Appearance 
Features  
Personal features   8 Communication 6 Appearance 3 
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 The children in first grade illustrated their pictures 14 times in exterior and 1 time interior space. In their pictures, 
children used many times positive facial expression-14 times albeit they were just used 1 negative facial expression. 
Additionally, their choice about the wanted teacher was female (14 female-1 male). First grade students drew their 
teachers in 1 time academic and 14 times social learning environments (see Table6).   
  
Table6. The allocation of themes identified during the analysis of pictorial representation in the first-grade 
 
Themes Sub-Theme Sub-Theme 
 
Location Exterior Space Interior Space  
15 14 1 
Positive- Negative Facial Expression Positive  Negative  
15 14 1 
Sex Women Men 
 
15 6 9 
Academic or Social Learning 
Environment 
Academic  Social  
15 1 14 
 
The same kind of analysis was done for the students in fifth grade. According to the results, the students illustrated 
their ideas in exterior space or outside classroom 5 times and in interior space or inside classroom 18 times. They 
used 16 times positive, 1 time negative and 4 times inexpressive facial expressions in their illustrations. They 
prefered to draw their imaginary teachers 12 times as female and 9 times as male. After the analysis of academic and 
social learning environment theme illustrated by the students, it was revealed that academic learning environment 
was used 18 times while social learning environment was drawn 4 times (see Table6).  
4. Discussion, Conclusion and Recommendation 
  The qualitative analy
decreases from first grade to fifth grade gradually. This result means that classic classroom environments have some 
creativity clearly. Especially, fifth grades used more academic patterns than others 
both in their writing expressions and drawings. Also, this 
related to classroom management theme in their expressions. The use of academic patterns much by fifth grade 
students than other patterns means that the students have encountered the teachers adopted classical classroom 
management approach till fifth grade. Additionally, the students expressed some other sub themes under classroom 
management theme such as Democracy, Time, and Communication. This would represent that the students need 
positive teacher-student interaction in their learning environment or classroom. Next, the use of democracy, time 
and communication shows that the 
communication skill and they prefer the cheerful and well groomed teachers with having positive communication 
where they illustrated their teachers were focused in 
classroom generally. This result gives the researchers a certain idea about that the students think the teacher concept 
together with classroom regularly mistic more often. This situation 
signifies that the students expect positive facial expressions from their teachers. However, their illustrations about 
acial 
drawn t faces inexpressive (n= 4). 
male, they mostly preferred to illustrate them as female (n= 12). This preference would be interpreted that students 
can communicate with female teachers and express themselves to them more easily.  
  On the contrary to the results of study with fifth grade students, first grade students did not use academic theme 
in their written and drawn expressions except one student. This situation implies that first grade students appraise 
their teachers mostly to their personal characteristics, to the relationships with them and to their appearances instead 
prefered to illustrate their 
in favor of outside of the classroom except one student. Their location preferences 
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indicate that the teacher should be mostly with the outside classroom activities. This perception shows adverse 
      
     In their written expressions, fifth grade children used three main themes as Academic, Classroom Management 
and Personal-Social-Appearance Features. The most important academic sub-theme to the students was course 
content (used 30 times). This means that because the children focused on the course subject and lecturing skill 
generally, they do not care about other stimulates or details much (location- 2 times). This situation gives us an idea 
about what students understand from the teacher figure academically. Another notable detail is 
unication and appearance. They repeated these themes 
30 times in total. This means that a 
 
     This study should be applied on the students attending to 2nd, 3rd and 4th grades with bigger sample group.  
 thoughts and tendencies of 
math course. Therefore, the study would be useful for the researchers working on elementary school students and 
math teachers.   
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